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%  L E T T E R
F R  O M

4 ' AR R  E  N  H  A  S T  ITSP S ,  E fq .
{ overnor-General. of Fort-IFiUiam^ in. Bengal\

T O T H E

' G  O  U  R  T  o e  I )  I R  E  C  T O R S
i f f r t '  • - ■

O F T  H E
. . .

U nited  Company o f  M erchan ts o f  E ngland, T ra d in g  to  th e  

I ■ ' C  ' E A S T - I N D I E S ,

v IIono'urAbre Sirs ,
”  H A. V E now the Satisfaction to tranfmit to you ;, complete 

and corrected Copy of a T ranslation  of the G entoo Cote , 
executed with great Ability, Diligence and Fidelity, by Mr. 

ilbi-J, from a Periian Verfion s.f the original Shanlcrif, which.
’ as undertaken under the immediate Inipedtion of the Pundits.or 

>m filers of this W ork.
F HAVE I

I  ■ '  ’ . ■ ■ :.
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I have not Time to .offer any Obfervations upon thefe Froduc- 
• tioni}} indeed they will beft fpeak for themfelves : I  couldhav(v 

wifhed to have obtained an Omihlon or Amendment o f fame Faff. 
ages, to have rendered them more fit for the Public Eye; but the 
Pundits, when defined to revife them , could not be prevailed upon 
-to make any Alterations, as they declared, they had the San&ion of 
their Shaffer, and were therefore incapable of Amendment; poffibly 
thefe may be confidered as effmtial Parts of the Work, dace they ■ 
mark the Principles on which many o f the Laws were formed, and,.A 
boar the Stamp of a very remote Antiquity, in which the .Refine
ments of Society were Ids known, and the Manners more influenced 
fy  the natural linpulfe of the Paflions.

! have the Honour to be, with the  greate.fi Helped,

t . - , .  ■
H okourabi-e Sirs, A  m

: ,■ r  k  -*w, s  ■

Your moll obedient, H dv:
, r '-I'l - ' ' pi L u 1 l"

' ' * » \  1' l  ' V • , . - I  ‘M  i f f  W j , ;
And moil'faithful humble Servant,

Warren Balling/

Fort-William, . . ' d
27th March,: 1775, ’ * ||f‘

W ' ■■ l  ' ‘ " Mof, A ' l f l l
■ ; : .'■■■■ V fl1/. 1 f&i



« ’h . ' '' ' ' _  .

|  <SL
C V }

•*' "L E T  T  E R
,, . ’ ■ ' ”■ : e • ..

§1 * , v;s' yA ' ><''’{■ i ': N Ay MX-. e/fa- ;ifjAA'AylA
Xo the C H A I R M A N  of the Court of Directors 

of'the United Eail-lndia Company, dated at Calcutta, 

bth Auguft, 1775-
V'V |  cMf,l; vmM' ! . < s * y   ̂ * * ' , ' ■. ,

s  1  R>
y  H A V E  too long ferved under M r. Bajiings not to be con- 

A y A ' I  -vineed, that he would never have iuffered the accompanying 
Addreis to go home in his Enclofure j reduced therefore to the 

i, • |  .^cceffity of eluding his Knowledge, 1 have taken the Liberty., by 
t , y  ‘ us only poffible Method, toexprefs my Gratitude for his Favours : 

nd the peculiar Circumftances of the Gale will, I hope, apologize 
o vou, Sir, for the Abruptness of this Intrusion.— I humbly re- 

I  ucflg that when the Conn of Gentoo Laws, P relim inary  
T r e a t ise , & c. dull come to he printed, you w ill alfo be pleafed 

A  to permit the Publication of tins Addreis.

I a m , with the greateil Eefpebp.

1.- h 'A  . ■ / a
, r ) \  % : ■ *; ■

i ■ ' ’ Your tnojl obedient bumble Servant,.

' ||p..- |" Nathaniel Braffey Ha!he eh

B

|  i| „ * ’ ! f N , ’ • ' A  *
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Hon1'" FV /i? R E N  H A S  T I N G S ,  Efq.

G O V E R N O R - G E N E R A  I

O F T II E

Brifilh Settlements in the Eaft-Indies, & >€. &> c.

H onourable S I R *

BY the Publication of the Colle&ion of G en too Laws, made 
under your immediate Authority, I find myielf involuntarily 
held forth to the Public as an Author, almofb as loon sis 1 

have commenced to be a Man.

I t is therefore w ith feme Propriety that I claim to this W ort 
the Continuation of your Patronage, which as it at nrft feledtec 
me from a Number of more worthy Competitors to undertake tin 
Talk, fo it has by conftant Afhflance and Encouragement been the 
entire Inflrument o f its Completion.-—Indeed, if all the Lights/ 
which at' different Periods have been thrown upon this Subject, 
by your happy Suggeftions, had been w ith-held, there would have 
remained for my Share of the Performance nothing -but.-a Mafs oj*
Obfcurity and Confufion; fo that in your own R ight, the whole 
Refult of the Execution is yours, as well as the entire Merit of the 
original Plan,

Is

d/f 'Gj./'C ;:.//• ; ;dd. \ ; .■ .. ',j y : jd'Cv d . ' ' ' / d"'"' Cdfbb; ddvf ■ d yfCff cV A ji ;j ?.'dGj yd dĵ dddoTÂ ,
' . - ' W' ^ [ /  ' : / ■■ 1 ■ . . •
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I t Is my earned Wifh that you may long be the prime Adminii- 
trator of an Eftabiifhraent, to which you have fo excellently paved 
the Wayj as I am fure your extenfivd general Knowledge, joined m  
vour particular Experience in the Affairs of India, give you Ad
vantage;, which can jfcarcely fall to the Share of any oilier Subjed 
of the Briti/h Empire.

I  am , with the greateft Helped and Gratitude,

H onourable S I R,

Tour mr>jl obliged,

And mojl obedient Servant,

Nathaniel Brajjiy Haihecl* ,

‘in 'a \ ; ,;rv •' '■ .'•/■■■’ - -*■ i : > ’V ' < ' • | 17 ■'1 '■ S ;
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tr a n sla t o r ’s pr efa c e .
m

/~ g —\H E  Importance of the Commerce of India, and the Advantages 
of a Terri to rial Eftabliihment in Bengal, have at length awakened 
the Attention of the British Legiflature to every Circs mftance 

that may conciliate the Affe&ions of the Natives, or enfure Stability 
to the Acquisition. Nothing can fo favourably conduce to thefe two 

v *  Points as a well-timed Toleration in Matters of Religion, and an
>h Adoption of inch original Inflitutes of the Country, as do not im

mediately clafli with the Laws or Interefts of the Conquerors,

To a heady Purfuance of this great Maxim, much of the Succefs 
of the Romans may be attributed, who not only allowed to tli dr fo
reign Subjeas the free Exercife of their own Religion, and the Ad- 
irdniftratioP of their own civil JurifdidUon, but fometimes by a Po-

fviM.L'.'' C f;bb: ' hey
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Hey ftill more flattering, even naturalized fuch Parts of the Myth o- 
logy of the Conquered, as were in any refpect compatible with their
own Syfttiii, ■ , I m ' •> V. u , J '< ‘ViW

W ith  a View to the fame political Advantages,and in Obfervance ■ 
of fo flriking an Example, the following Compilation was fet on | 
fo o t; which nauft be confidered as the only W ork of the Kind, 
wherein the genuine Principles of the Gentoo Jurisprudence are made 
public, with the Sanction of their moil, refpe&ablc Pundits for j 
Lawyer?) and which offers a complete Confutation of the Belief too 
common in Europe, that the Hindoos have no written Laws wha - 
ever, but fjjph as relate to the ceremonious Peculiarities o f the.fr I
Superftition, f- ' j. 1 ^

T he Profeffors of the Ordinances here collected ftill fpeafe the ori
ginal Language in which they were composed, and Which is entirely 
unknown to. the Bulk of the People, w ho‘have fettled upon thole 
Profeffors feveral great Endowments and Benefactions in all Parts of 
Hindoftan, and pay them befides a Degree of perfdnal Refpedl little 
lho.it of Idolatry, in return for the Advantages fupooled to be derived 
from their Studies. A Set o f the moll experienced of thefe Lawyer's 
was fele&ed from every Part o f Bengal For the Purpbfe of compiling 
;:he prefent W ork, which they picked out Sentence by Sentence 
from various Originals in the Sbanferit Language, neither add
ing to nor diminishing any Part of the ancient Text. T he Ar
ticles thus collected were next trandated literally into Perfian, under 
the Infpedion ol: one of their own Body 3 and from that Tranflation

were
» . j, . P : :

,0  . VCs
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•were rendered into Englifli with an equal Attention to the Clofenefs 
and Fidelity of the Verfion. Lefs ftudious of Elegance than of Accu
racy, the Tranflator thought it more excuihble to tire the Reader 
with the Flatnefs of a literal Interpretation, than to millead him by 
a vague arid devious Paraphrafe; fo that the entire Order of the Book, 
the feveral Divitions of its Contents, and the whole Turn of the 
Phrafe, is in every Part the immediate Product of the Bramins. The 
]?.nglifh Dialed! in which it is here offered to the Public, and that 
<mly, is not the Performance o f a Gentoo. From hence therefore 
jnay be formed a precife Idea of the Cuftoms and Manners of thefe 
people, which, to their great Injury, have long been mifreprefented 
in the Weilern World. From hence afro Materials may be collected 
towards the legal 'Accomplidiment of a new Syitem of Government 
in Bengal, wherein the Britifh Laws may, in feme Degree, be fattened 
and tempered by a moderate Attention to the peculiar and national 
I rejudices of the Hindoo ; feme of whole Inftitutes, however fanci
ful and injudicious, '.may per haps be preferable to any '.which could be 
F Wttjtuted in theii room. They are interwoven with the Religion 
of* the Country, and are therefore revered as of the higheft Authority:
TJtoy arc the Condition* by which they hold their Rank, hi Socle*/.
Long Ufage has periuackd them of their Equity, and they will always 
gladly embrace the Permifllon to obey them ; to be obliged ,o re
nounce their Obedience would probably be eReemcd among them a. 

reil HardG-ip,

I ' ' T p s

K-0 . ... .it.- .... t

$ 0  i)
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T he AttehtPn winch the Translatorwas'forced to befr v/i.pon fa 
uncommon . SuHeCt, the Number of'Enquu ks necefjVy k r  the Elu»' 
dilation of aim oil every Sentence, andtho nfarty.Opportunities ofmoft 
deceive Iri for Hi at ton, which the Ccurie of tin  Work prefer.ted, give* 
him in iorne Mcafurc a Right to claim the Con vision of the Work! 
upon many dubious Points* . which have Jang eluded the niceffc .In-( 
vefhgauon, lie,is very far from wishing to eftablnh his own Dec-., 
tripe upon the Ruins of thole which be. found-.a! ready ereded ,am| 
when he oppofes popular.,Opinion, or contradi&s any ij-grounded 
AfTertion, it is with the utmofl Diftruft of his own Abilities, . a rut 
merely in Submifbon to the Authority of that Truth which the Can;, 
did will .ever be glad to fupport, even in Prejudice to a Sy.ftem of 
tbeir p.w|>. Formation. *e,

I n a T ra d  fo untrodden as this, many Paths maft be attempted 
before we can hit upon the right. We owe much to every Perl) 
who in fo trouble fo me. a Road hath removed a lingle ObRacle, ox 
opened the fmalleft Channel for Difcoveryj and the more difHcidt 
the Completion of the Adventure, the greater is the M erit of e^th 
Attempt. The prefent Work however is the only one of this i\Ta- 
tui;e ever undertaken by Authority ; the only In ft a nee, in which the 
Bran'ins have ever been perfuaded to give up a Part pf their own C'on- 
fequerce for the general Benefit o f  the whole Community : And the 
Pen of the Tradiator mud be considered as entirely the paOive ;Tn- 
fttument, by which the Laws of this lingular Nation are ufhered ha to 
the World from: thofe Bramins themfelves. i

3 In
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I n this preliminary Treatife it is propofed, after a few general 8n& 
introdisdorv’ Obfervations, to attempt a fihott Account of the Shaivlcrit 
Language, and an Explanation of fetch Paflages in the Body of the 
Code, as may appear by their Peculiarity or Repugnance to our Sen
timents to lie moil open to Objection.

M a n y  conje&ural Dodrines have been circulated by the Learned 
and Ingenious o f Europe upon the Mythology of the Gentoos; and 
they have unaaimoufly endeavoured, to conilrue the extravagant Fa
bles with which it abounds into fublime and m.yfUcal Symbols of 
the moll refined Morality. This Mode of reafoning, however com
mon,, is not quite candid or equitable, becaufe it lets out with ftrp- 
pofing in thofe People a Deficiency of Faith with Refped to the An- 
t senticity of their own Scriptures, which, although our better In
formation may convince us to be altogether falfe and erroneous, 
yet are by them literally efteemed as the immediate Revelations of 
the A lm ighty$ and the lame confidential Reliance, which we put in 
tire Divine Text upon the Authority of its Divine Infpirer hirnfdf, 
is oy their miftaken Prejudices implicitly transferred to the Beads of 
the Shafkr. Hence we are not juftified in grounding the .Standard 
and Criterion of our Examination of the Hindoo Religion upon the 
known and infallible Truth of our own, bee aide the oppofite Party 
would either deny the firft Principles o f our Argument, or infill 
upon an equal R ight on,their Side to fuppofe the Veracity of their 
own; Scriptures uncontrovertible.

! ■ D I t

!
'** V.'*̂ sir’ ‘  ̂j

I
! : : • • : \  .'.I
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jf$S mcyrpoiTiidy, be owing to this V anity  qf reconciling every 
other Mode of Wqriliip to icuneKind o f Conformity with our own* 
thfc! allegorical Con/ittidtions, and.forced Aliufiqris ..to ,a. my.tlic 
M orality, huve:beqn conjftaatly.fouled in upon, the plain .and literal:
Context of e?et:y,Pagan Mythology, But we fho.uld eonlider, that 
the Inflitution of a Religion has been in every Country the firfh 
Step towards an Eroerfion from Savage Barbarifm, and the Bfta- 
hlifhment of Civil Society ; that the human M ind at that Period, 
vyh.cn Reafon is jo lt beginning to dawn, and Science is yet below 
the.horizon , has by no Means acquired that Facility of Invention, 
and th.c)fc profound Habits o f thinking, which are neceifary to 
Rrike out, to arrange, and to complete a connected, confident 
Chain of ahftrule Allegory, ‘f  he Vulgar and Illiterate have ah™, 
ways, underftood the Mythology of the ir Country in its moft iim - 
pie and literal Senfe ; and there was a T im e to every Nation, when 
the higheft Rank ii; it was equally vulgar and illiterate w ith  the 
loy/eft Surely then, we have no R igh t to fufpedt in T hem  a 
greater Propensity to, or Capability o f the Composition of fuejh 
iubtle Myheries in thole Ages of Ignorance, than we find to -etfift 
in their legitimate oucceffors, the m odern Vulgar and Illiterate: at 
this Day, k

W e have feen frequent and nnfucceAfu] Attempt's among c«ur~ 
ftlves to fuhlimate into allufive and fymbollcal Meanings the M o- 
faic Account of the Creation : Such erratic Syftems have rifen 
hut to be exploded ; and their m utual Disagreement with each

other,
! 4

, yHyy ! 4

. ' i tQ . .  ̂ V, f  j . /
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other, In thefe fanciful Interpretations, is to us an additional Argu
ment for the literal Veracity'of the Infpired Penman. T he Faith 
of a Gentoo (mifguided as'it is, and groundlefs as it may he) H< 
equally'implicit with that of a Chriftian, am! bis 'Allegiance to hi,, 
own luppofed Revelations of the 'Divide W ill altogether as' firth, 
l ie  therefore efteems the aftoniihing Miracles attributed to a 
Briri.m3, a Raam, or a Kiihen, as Fads of the moft indubitable 
Authenticity, and1 the Relation of them as moil Im d ly  hiftdricab

But not to interfere with' fitch Parts of the Hindoo' M ytholo
gy as have not been revealed or explained to him, the Tranflkbr 
can pofltively affirm, that the D odrine of the Creation, as fet forth 
in the prefatory Difcourfe to this Code, is there delivered as fitn- 
ple and plain M atter of Fad, and as a' fundamental Article' 'in 
every pious Gentoos Creed ; that it was fb meant and tin clef flood 
by the Compilers of this Work unammoufly, who bore the firft 
Charaders in Bengal, both for their natural and acquired Abili
ties j and that their Accounts have been corroborated by the'^In
formation o f many other learned Braniins in the CoUrle o f a wide 
aVrd laborious E nquiry; nor can it be other wife, unieis the Pro- 
grefs Of Science, m ikad of being flo w and gradual, Were "quick and 
inflantaneous j unlefs M en could d a r t  up at once into Divines and 
Philofophers from the very Cradle o f Civilization, or could defer 
the Ifrofemon o f any Religion at all, until progreftive Centuries had 

/ ripened them into a Fitneis for the moft abftraded Speculations.
■Ĉk'Vc' : ; -vc A w TM'.j:' y: iM-kk;, ■w.kUpMM/; : MA f Wh '""h ■J;!>' 'vi'sS ‘"x- ff h'"''‘k. ‘ k-V'M’4'’ ' - k kf̂ ; :

■J ■ ’ ' ' > • • V
' 'Ye t■ ■ * ;q ,.p :V - '  Tv

5 ■■ , ’
■ ■ s r ,  ; V

... /qsPW-r----

!($fj <SL



i ' GOlJX ■ "" '''■ /' My ' ' ' \  ' ' 1 , , ’  ̂ v '

mxyM? , - f s ^ y  yyyyy. M  i%  '■ .■ R R R  v. ■'-■■; ■ ; ■ ■■ - ,.';;-v -y ■ ■ ; ■ ■ yy ; ," ;y y  byl M M drM ffR R .R R 'R e. R.y,'' •:

|  xvi )

. !: T »'• may. fairly be .prefumed,, that v  hen the Manners o f  a
People become poldhed, and their f leas enlightened*' A ttem pts 
will be made to revile and refit their Religious Creed into a Con- 
vormiry with the Rdt of their Improvements * and that thole Doc
trines, whicn the ignorant Anceilor received w ith Reverence and 
Cpnvidtio.n., as. the literal Expofition o f undoubted F ad , the 
phijbfopluc iRfcendant will Reive to glofs over fay a pojleriori Con- 
ilrudtjons oi his own - and, in the Fury  of Symbol and Allegory,
.obfeure and diftort that T ext which the Simplicity o f its A uthor 
never iufpeded as liable to the Pofilbility of iuch M utilation. —  
ih d e  Innovations however have always been fereened, w ith the 
molt Icrupulous \tfention, from the general View of M ankind.; 
imd, if a hardy Sage hath at any Time ventured to remove the Veil, 
his Opinions have ulually been received w ith Deteftation,.• and his 
Perfdn hath frequently paid the  Forfeit o f  his Tem erity.

The real Intention and Subjed pf the Eieufiqian Myftmes. are 
now w dl known ; but it cannot, with m uch Plaufibility, be p re 
tended, that thole Myfteries 'were coeval with the Mythology to 
whofe Difprovaj they owed their Eftablillim ent: Probably, the  •
Ivihitufion was formed at a more advanced Period of Science, when 
the Minds of the Learned were eager to pierce through the O blcu- 
nty oi Superftition, and when the Vanity o f fuperior Penetration 
rrmie them afhamed literally to believe thole Tenets, which popular 
Prejudice would not fuffer them utterly to renounce.

f'NSTAHCES

bR.y. v. , -■ R; I . ^wR -R .o  R ’f y  iR,R : ■ M RRR y yyyy s; ■ RbvRR.Ry R ' f R R  ' ' \ Ry  >' v, R >
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I n sta n c es  In Rapport o f this A t g & m t  M % ht iteffepL, \v4th** 
out a Strain* be drawn .even from fo-mc Parts Of the H o ly  Scrip
tu res: .And-here the A ccount of the $ope-CJoat, m  tue Lawr o f 
Motes, offers itfelf for tha t Parpoie w ith  th<? greatei* 'Pm ptfety, as 
it is not altogether diffitml&r to a -particular InlMtute ©f the Sen* 
tops. T he inspired A uthor, after deienbftig the  .preliminary Ce
remonies, o f th is Sacrifice, proceeds th u s :

"■■** A  HD Aaron H all lay .both his Hands upon the Head of tha 
** Scape-Goat., and confels over 'him all the Iniquities of the  CidU 
<% dren of ffrael, and all their Tramgreflions in all their Sins*
“  pu tting 'them  tipon the Head o f the  Coat*, arid ihall .fend hint 
** away by the Hand mf & fit .Man in to  the W iiderndV ; A'pd eke 
*'* Goat fli-all bear upon-him all their iniquities unto a Land not k>
** habited; and he fliall let go the G oat in the Wifdemefsd*

T in: Jews, at the Period when th is Ceremony was .ordained), 
were very little removed from  a State o f  B-arbarifm •: O toft in their 
Conceptions, illiterate .in. their Education, and uncultivated m 
their M anners; they were by no Means fit Subjects for the  Com-* 
preheniloa ©f a Myftery ; and doubtkifs> at that. T im e, believed 
that their Crimes, were thus realty and -bona fide laid upon the Head 
of the Victim.: Yet the more Wife, in fucceeding Ages, m ight - 
well .(Lift from luch a Prejudice, and rightly conceive it to be a ty 
pical Reptefenration of the Dodlrhie ol Ahiblution,

R H en cI  t
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H ence it may be undcrftood, 'that what has been herein advan
ced does not mean to ftt nude the Improvements of Phi.bfcp.hv, ,or 
to deny the oecafional Employment of Allegory, bin merely, to eila- 
bilih. one 'plain 'Poiidony that Religion in general, at fits (Otigin, is 
believed literally as' it is pr.afefied,. and that it is .afterwards rather 
refined by the Learned than debafecl by the Ignorant.

THE;Gehtoo Ceremony, which was'hinted at as bearing a remote.
Inkenefs to the Sacrifice o f the Scape-Goat, is the Afhummeed Ju g g ,.

' o f which a moft abfurd and fabulous Explanation may be found in 
■the Body of th e  C o d e Y e t ,  unnaturahas the Account there ftantSp,. 
if-fc fefbiifiy credited by"the Hindoos o f all Denominations, except 
‘perifcpf p few Individual?, who, by the V arety and Contradictions 
of tlfcir feVeral allegorical Interpretations, have mutually precluded 

* '-’abb other from all Bietenfions to Infallibility.

T b-'a t  the Coribus may form feme Idea o f  this Gbn too- Sacrifice, 
when' reduced to a Symbol,; as well as from the iubfequept plain,
Account'given-', of it ins a Chapter of thfcCode, an Explanation of it 

■ is here infected .from- Darul fhckfih-V famous Perfian I'ranflation of 
-fome-CornsAt ntaries. upon.the Four Bends,, pr.original ;Scri.ptores4.of 

- H i i f e te a  ; .'film W ork itfclf is extremely fearce, and perhaps of 
dubious A uthenticity; 4hd it was by mere Accident that this lit- 

. -Ale fiecdmejyy/aS'ptoeurec!, >g yvi>-r.L:;' ' :
■■■■.■ iv ■ ft. ,r  -V- gw. , .- '' "- ’ -■.p.. >̂.: -?f c L ’- L x I :::- , v ^
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-Explanation of the AJhummced J ugg: .
«• T he Aflutmmeeft Jugg does not merely confitf itt ..t^e __.Ps.r- 

«  formance of "that Ceremony which is open to I.n% a^A ,oi;
** the W orld , ; namely* in bringing' a ̂ Horfe-.-^d. kcfificjng 
ii hut Afliummeed is to be taken in a myftic, Signification, as hm"-' 
tt plying, that the Sacrifice? mu ft look upon. Moafeh to be typified ia 
i< that Horie, fuch as he (hall be defcribed, becaufe the religious 
«  Duty of the AftiummeCct Jtagg comprehend*-gibthole other fell™
(t gious 'Duties,'to the Performance of which all the \v  ife-and Ho- 

Jy direct all their Actions', and by which all the .fine,ere f cofef- 
« fors of every different Faith aim. at Perfection-;, l be myftfc.
«; Signification' thereof is as Follows ; 1 he Head, of tn n unbie-
.< mifhed Horfe is the Symbol of the Morning:, his- Eye?- ire me 

F . gun? his Breath the W indj his wide-©petting: M outh rs-vthe 
«  Bifliwaner, or that innate W arm th which invigorates’all the 
4t W orld; his Body typifies one entire Y ear; his Back Paradiie ; 
tt- fity Belly' the P la in t) his flotsf this Fai t h ; his bides Lnc loni 
«  Quarters of the Heavens ; the Bbnes thereof the intermediate 
*V Snails between the four Q u a r te t ; the R; ft of his Limbs,-repre- 
<4 p;n£ alf iliftindt Matter j the Places where thojfc’Limbs meet,- o r  
ti Ids |oints, ‘imply theM bntfts’aad Halves of the.-Months, which 

•',« ;;<;e "called P'&he (or Fortnights:;) his Feet fignify N ightand: 
tt Day*, anti N ight ;add: Day-are of four K inds: th . f. he ...vignt jtnd 
44 Day of Brihm ' ; ad. The N ight umb Day of Angels.j, ^d„ ,.|,he 
hr Q ight'and Day of the WoflcKofi tile Spirits of'deceafod Aneef- 
. '“ ’tors;,

| R i  I i  ■ ”) ’ • <
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~  tors;  4 * .  The N ight and Day of M ortals: Thefe iom-Kinds arc 
“  tyP^ed in Ms four Feet. The Reft o f Ms Bones are the Conftcl- 
“  latl%ns'of the fixed Stars, which are the twenty-eight Stages o f the 
" Moon’s Courfe, called the Lunar Y ear; his Flefh is the Clouds-*
"  h k  Food thc Sandi his Tendons the R ivers, his Spleen and 
“  Fiver thc Mountains; the Hair of his Body the Vegetables, and 
*’ ms  long Hair the Trees ; the Forepart of his Body typifies the 
” firil Hall of the Day, and the hinder f'art the latter H a lf; his 

V awning is the Flafh of the Lightning., and his turning himfelf 
J'j tFc Tnunder of the C loud; his Urine represents the R am ;

“  and his mental Reflection is his only Speech. T he golden Vef- 
“  id s  which are P^pared before the Horfe is let loofe are the 
“  L ‘ght o f the  Df>  and thf’ Place where thofe VefTeis are kept is 

a Type of the Ocean of the E aft; the filver Veilels which r e  
prepared after the Horfe is let loofe are the Light o f the 

anti the Place where thofe Veifeh are kept is a Type of 
the Ocean o f the W eft: Thefe two Sorts of VYftels are always 

4‘ beforc aiid a% r ^  H orfc.- l  be Arabian Horfe, which on Ac- 
“  count of his Svviftncfs is called H y, is the. Performer o f the 

Journies o f Angels ; the Tajce, which is of the Race of Peril,m 
“ Horfes’ is the Performer of the Journies of the Kundherps (or 
1! good Spirits;) the; Wassba, which i o f  the Ra :c of the dr formed 
** Tazee Horfes, is the Performer of the journies of the Jins (or 
*’ • vUlonsj) and Aftmo, which is of the Race of  Turkii'h 
4 ^ orrcs» ,s t:i® Performer of the journies. of M ankind: Thin one 

“  hcr f c> which perfoi ms thefe feyerai Services* on Account o f his

*{ four
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four different .Sorts of Riders, obtains the four different Ap- 
peilatioas; The Place where tj'iis Horfe-remains is the great 

** Ocean, which fignifies the great Spirit o f Perm-Atma, or the 
“  univerfal Soul, which proceeds alio front that Pem»~Afpa§,.and 
** is comprehended in the fame Perm-Atma. The Intent of this.
'*'* Sacrifice is, that a Man Ihouki confider himfelf to be in ths 
** Place of that Horfe, and look upon all thefe Articles as typified 

in himfelf ; and, conceiving the At»fa (op divine Soul) to be an 
! Ocean, ihould let all Thought of Self be abfoybed in that Atm*.

T his is the very Acme and Enthufiafin of Allegory, and wpnder- 
fully difplays the pi&urefqae Powers of .Fancy in an Afiatic. Genius.
'But it would not have been infer ted at Length in this Place, if 
the Cir'cumftance of letting loofe the Horfe had not teemed to bear 
a gre^t Relerabhnce to the Ceremonies of the Scape-Goat; and 
perhaps the known Intention of this latter may plead, fof the.hk:. 
hidden Meaning in the former. But to quit this Digxeffion. -r- 
T hc real Appellations of the Country and of the Inhabitants of 
Hihdpftan, by which they are eqnftantly denominated in the am- 
dent W ritings of the Natives, feem hitherto to ha.e efcayed ths 
Notice of the Weffern World, •

> H in o o pta n  is a Peffian Wo‘r 4  equally unknown fo the old and 
modern Shanicrh, Compounded of 'Stan, a K^gioh, apd tlie. W prd 
H ind, or Hinddo: Probably Colonel Dow’s elegant Tranflatiop
< vf »Fcriihteh’fe I txftory gi v G lis the true Derivation, in .that Author k .
~i\-. l . ... • ■ ‘ T  ' ' " Conjecture,
iuo) ’*

'A <• , ' ' ■ • c ■ ■ » ''
BhbhBk n t », i <* *1 »' t ” , t ; hd i'hp
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Conie^ure, that: 'it fe-taken from Hind,, a fttjipofct! Son of T fiT C  
the Son o f  N oah; dnd, whatever Antiquity' the Indians'may' aflert?. 
for ihemi'elves (of which forae Notice will fubfcquently be taken) 
the Perfiaris, We believe,, wiH reft contented to’ allow, thfti the!f f | |
Ih terccurff between: the two Notions commenced in the third 0 'e ff 
cent from'tHe Deluge. But, if  this Definition wore rejected, the 
common Opinion;,; that India was to named by foreigners'alter the 
.River Indus, is by no Means repugnant to Probability ; in die 
She nfcrit however, Hindoilan is conffcmtly denominated Bhertckhunt,. 
or jumhoodeep (as it is hereafter called in the prefent W ork, front 
Jumbob, or jam book, a jackal!, an Animal remarkably abundant 
in th is  ’Country, and ‘Deep, -any large Portion of Land furrmmdecl 
by- the  Sea.) Khunt figirifies & Continent, or w ideTraft of Land, and.
Blierrtit is Che Name of one of die firfb Indian Rajahs, whole Naim , 
was adopted for that of the Kingdom : Hindoo therefore is hot the 
Term by which the Inhabitants Originally M ed themfelves but, ac
cording to she' Idiom of their .Language, jumbOodeepeep or 
fiheftekhhnteeq ' and it Isonly lince the /E ta of the Tartar Govern
ment that they have .afFumed - the Name of Hindoos,, to diftinguiih 
themfelves from theirCenquerors, the Muifulmen. 1 he VV ordO en- 
'too-has been, and is hill, equally mClaken to fignlfy, in the proper 
Senfe of the Term, the- ProfeiTor? of the Brand idea! Religion,
-whereas Gent, or Gentoo, means Animal in' general, and in its more 
confined -Strife, M ankindj but is never, in the Shanfcrit Dialed:, 
nor even in the modern Jargon of Bengal, appropriated particularly, 
to fuch as follow theDoClrin.es of Brihnii. The four great 1  rihes.

 ̂ have
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h a ^ e a c h  tUeir cnva ieparafe A p p e lla tio n . but -tney have, r,o •-••■ —
moa or coilcdivc Term that comprehends the whole Natiou undw 
th e . Idea affixed by Europeans to the Word. Gentoo, Poioo.ly, mo 
Portuguese cm their fish .Arrival in India, neiirjng the Woi.d ffo- 
uuently m the Mouths of the Natives, as applied. to Mankio i m 
general, m ight adopt -It for the domefljf Appellation of t.ne Todiyus. 
them (elves i perhaps alio their Bigotry might force from the W ord 
Gentoo a fanciful Alluhon to Gentile, a Ibigan.

T u n  Shan for it Language is very copious and. nervous, , but tne 
Style of the bell Authors .wonderfully conpiie,,. It tar exceeds tie,
Greek and Arabick in the Regularity of its Etymology, ancl like 
them has a prodigious Num ber o f Derivatives from each primary 
Root. T he grammatical Rules alfo.-.are numerous and difficulty, 
though there are not m an y  Anomalies. . As one Inifante or the 
T ru th  of th is Aflertion, il may bo-obferyed, that ther.e age Even 
Ded.enlions o f Nouns, all uled in the lingular, the dual, and the.. 
plural Number, .and all oi them ditfor-rmtly tunned, according a > 
tlrev terminate with a Gonionant, w ith a. long or. a ihort Vowelj. 
and -auain different alio -as. they .arc of different- Genus t?w  . Not- 
a N o m in a tiv e ,Cafe can be formed to any one of thefeNouns, with
out the Application of at lead four Rules, which diiler like wife with, 
each particular. Difference of the Nouns as; above dated : Add lo- 
this, that every W ord .in the Language may be ufeef- through all 
the -feycn Declenfions, and there needs no farther, I tool of the. 

Difficulty o f the Idiom..

Taa -
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' T he  Shamforit Grammars are called Betake run, o f which tilers 
are many coiiipofed by different Authors j fome too abflrufe even 
foi* the Cottiprehenfion of moft 'Bramins, and others too prolix to 
be ever ttfed b'tif as References.. One of the fhorteft. named the 
£ lira footee, contains betv/e n t# o  and three hundred Paper, and 
was compiled by Anoobhodtee Ssroopenam A change, with- a Co.n- 
ciiertefs that can Icarcely be parallelled in any other Language,.

T he Shanfcrit Alphabet contains fifty Letters, and?. it is one 
Boaft of the Bramins that it exceeds all other Alphabets in this 
Refpedt: But when we confider tliat of their thirty-four Cor. :b~
.runts near H alf carry combined Sounds, and that fix of their Vow
els' are merely the correfpondent long Ones to' as many which are 
Abort, the Advantage teems to be little fadre than fanciful.

T o n  Shanfcrit Chandler, ufed in Upper Hindoitan, is faid to 
be the fame original Letter that was firft delivered to the People by 
Brihma, and is now called D iew nigur, or the Language of 
A n g e l s w h e r e a s  the- Cham ber ufed by the Bramins o f  Bengal is 
by no Means, fo ancient, .and though fomewhat different is evi
dently a Corruption of the former, as will better appear upon 
Comparifon, for which Reafon the. Alphabets of both are here in
fer ted. •■f*

t  See Plates No. u  '«d: N&.: s.
' : • ' To
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T o rank me and lee among the Vowels .may perhaps he eenfured' 
as unnatural ; we can only fay,. t:vat being l iq u id v  they ■$;» ’ake 
in ionic, final I Meafure of the Vowel, and J u t  to au European liar 
it feems equally extraordinary fip.imd the Berdan and Arabic £ aln to 
be a Confonant. It will alio be oblerved iu the preceding .Aqinay 
bets, that the Vowels have different Fauns when combined with 
Canfonants from.thofe they bear when anconnccL.L

In the Four Beids (the original and (acred T ext of the great H i n 
doo Creator ̂ nd LcgiflUor BrihmS) the Length of the Vowels' is 
determined and pointed out by a mufical Note >r Sign, called Ma- 
traag (im plying one whole Tone ) ■ which is placed over every 
W ord; and in reading the Beids thefe Diitindt . ? of Tone and 
Time muff be nicety obferved ; the Account of this Modulation as 
given in theShanfcrit Grammar, called Saraloot.ee,'is here translated,

«< T h1e Vowels tire of three Sorts, fhort, long, she ~ on tmu£.d \ 0> 
to ufe a more mufical Term, holding.) “ T he Chaih (afmail Biid 
«  peculiar to Hindoflan) utters one Matrdng, the Crow two M V 
«* trangs, and the Peacock three M itr in g s ; the Moufe H alf a Ma
li tfSng. One Matrdrig is the ihorf. Vowel, two Matrangs the long 
“ Vowel, and three M attings the continued ; A Como mint w ith-

out a Vowel has the H alf Matrdng. These Vowels arc again to be 
“  diftingvufhed by a high Note for the one Matrdng, a low Note for 
“  the two M i things, and an Intermediate or Tenor for the three 
«  Matran.es, either w ith Nafals or G uttuials. ee, en 6, du> ai~ Dip-

G “  thongs, ‘

1 ‘ m CSX , i d . y-'d  ̂T
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** thongs, and cannot be uiort ; but fbefe four, together with the 
%t other fHe, e, ee, 65, ree, lee, are to be taken as Vowels."

I t has been mentioned that theft: Dlftmdions are all marked in 
the fields, and m uh he modulated accordingly:, fo that they pro-' 
cluce all the :Effedt of a laboured Recitative $ but by an Attention 
■to the Mu lie of the Chant, the. Scnfe of the Paffage recited equally 
efcapes the Header ,an;d the Audience, I t  is remarkable, that the 
Jews in their Synagogues chant the Pentateuch in. the fame Kind 
of Melody, and it is fuppofed that this Ufage has defeended to 
them from the remote!! Ages.

To- -give feme faint Idea of thefe arbitrary Note's, a Line' is here 
Inferred w ith the fcvcr.fi Matrangs. -p

'i cife moon dee Kreel.e bederop beddroo bederdo.

T r i p 3 y l i a b I e , ; o f  the'W ord bederoo with three M atrangs is 
held for near a Minute,' gradually linking, and then fwelfihg out 
with a fr.eth Riufotza to mark each Matrang,

T he Shanfcrit Poetry comprehends a very great Variety oi‘ dif
ferent Metres, of which the mob common are thefe *

T he Munnee hitrmnch Chhund, or Line of twelve or nineteen 
Syllables, which is banned by three Syllables in a Foot, and the
mod approved Foot is the Anapadt.

1 he  Cabee Chhund, or Line of eleven Syllables,

tpSee Plate Mp 3. I,ine t.
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T he Aififlitofe Chhund, or Line of eight Syllables.

T he Poems are generally compofed: in Stanzas of four Lines, 
called Afhlogues, which are regular or irregular.

T he moil common Afhiogue is that o f the Anufhtofe Chhund, 
or regular Stanza of eight Syllables in each Line. In this Mea- 
fure greateft Part of the .Mahabaret is compofed. The Rhyme in this 
Kind of Stanza ihoulcl be alternate; but the Poets do not feem to 
be very nice in the Obfervance of a flnet Correfpondence in the 
Sounds of the terminating Syllables, provided the Feet o f the 
Verio are accurately kept.

T his Ihort AnnIhtoie Afhiogue is generally written by two.
Verfes in one Line, w ith a Paufe. between, ip • that the. whole then 
affumes the Form of a long Diftich,

T he irregular Stanza is conilantly called Aryachhund, of what
ever Kind of Irregularity it may happen to confift. It is moft com
monly compounded of the' long Line CSbee Chhund, and the Ihort 
/muihtofc Chhund alternatelyj in which Form it bears feme Refcra- 
blance to the mod common Lyrick Meafure o f the Engliih.

I t 'will in this Place be pardonable to quote a few Stanzas of 
Shanfcrit Poetry, as Examples of the (hurt. Account here given of its

. Proibdy, [ ‘

#*
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Profody, The Specimens give us no defpieable Ide of the old 
Hindoo Bards. The Images are in general lively and pleating» the 
Diction elegant aadconchc, and the Metre not inharmonious.

An Afhlogw Anujhtofe Cbbunrf., or regular, oj eight Sylla
bles in each Lsine*

Peeta che reepewari flietrooh 
Mata flietroo rellieeleenee 
Bliarya roopewetee fhetrooh 
Pootreh flietroo repundeeteh.

A Father in Debt is an Enemy (to his Son.)
A Mother of fcandalous Behaviour is an Enemy (to her Son.)
A Wife of a beautiful Figure is an Enemy (to her Hufbattd.)
A Son of no Learning is an Enemy (to his -Parents.)

T hese Verfes are regular dimeter Iambic k?.

AnAjhlogueMunneehurreneh Chhund, or of nineteen Syllables f

Ootkhatum needhee Ihungkeya khyeetee telum dhonatii geereer 
dilate wo

Neeileerne fsereetam peteer nreepeteyor yetdene fungtoflieetah.
M untr’ arldhene tetperafene menefa neeta fhrneihanie neeihah 
Prapta kapee werateeka neche .meya treeflinae fekama bhewe.

* See Plate No. $ Ibid.^ '• nr-\TROM
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■From the mfatiable Defire o f Riches, I have Jigged beneath the 
Ear t h I  have fought by Chymiftry to tranfmute the Metals of 
the Mountains.

I have traverfed the Queen o f the O c e a n s I  .have toiled inceffant 
for the Gratification of Monarch;;.

1 have renounced the W orld, to give up my whole Heart to the S tu
dy of Incantations |  I have palled whole Nights on the Places 
where the Dead are burnt. ——

I have not gained one Cowry. — Begone, O Avarice, thy Buiinefs 
is over,

AnJfJhkgue Munnee hurrenih Ghhund, or 6f  tw eheSyltM s*

Shefheena cheneefha neeilieyache fhefhee 
Sheiheena neeiheya d ie  weebhatee ncbhelt 
Peyefa kernelum kemeiaene peyeh 
Peyefa keroelaene weebhatee fereh.

The N ight is for the Moon, and the Moon is for the N ight t
When the Moon and the N ight are together, it  is the Glory 

of the Heavens.
The Lotus, or W ater-Lilly, is for the Stream, and. the Stream is 

for the W ater-Lilly :
When the Stream and the W ater-Lilly m eet, it is the Glory of the 

Canal.
* See Plate No, 3,

H  T h is  ,

'  ■ ‘ -V :
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T his Species of Compofition is called KSondelSe Chhuad, from 
Koofidelee a Circle, and antnen .fv,uily tc the Wi - t  Rondeau
which Sort of \%liv it exadly imitated, r"''’v,':

A lm ost every Foot in this beautfful Stanza is a pure Amipa-il,

j~%ree Ajbhgue* Aryachhund,, *r Irregular, from a Collec
tion of Poems,, f  "

* i .
Swejeno neyatee wlrirm 
l-ereheete booddheer wejmaihe Icalaepee 
C h h iid u ^ ec  chundene tefoo 
Sbbrebheyeree mdokhum foot, harefye,

A good Man goes not upon Enmity,
j>m is well inclined towards Another even while he is ill-treated

by him :
So, even while the SdridaTTree is felling,
It imparts to the Edge o f the Axe its aromatic Flavour,

iT -  ■ . . .
Yedyepce no blnnvct.ee hance
i  ereke.-ian. cher&ee rfifubhce drakJiyiim
hdeijiiinjeip mtetef,tiietyva
I ’ethapee kheddokhadyefaS ehendreL

*  "See Slate No. 4.
" So

V-. * %,{ ; >
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So long as there.is no Da ger,
The Afs, w ill cat a Stranger's Vine ;
So, not coafcious of receiving any H urt,
The Dragon * itili attempts to devour the Moon.

• Alluding to the Gentoos Ideas of an Eclipfe.

% * T his Stanza has been quoted in a former Publication as a 
Specimen of the Reig Beid.

S'"
• Sejjeniifye hreedeyum neweneetum.

yedwe'duntee weeboodhi iftdcleekum 
Enyedaehe weeTelet pereetapit 
Sejjeno drewetee no neweneetum.

The good Man’s Heart is like Butter,
The Poets 'fay, but herein they aremiftaken:
Upon beholding anothers Life expofed to'Calamities*
The .good Man m elts; — ^  but it is not fo with Butter,

l  That is, the Simile is not juft, bccaufe it does not exprefs the Powers of Sympathy, 
which are the characteriiHc Part of the good Man’s Qifp^fitioru

T he Four Beids are not in Verfe, as has been hitherto erroneouily 
imagined, but in a Kind, of 'measured Profe, called Pungtee 
Chhund : The Tran (la tor is therefore obliged to ' obierve, that an 
Author of much Merit has, by wrong Information, been induced

to
■ ■ ; *». ■ %  ’ V ;  *
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to offer four Stanzas as Specimens of t!ie leveral Be ids, which 
have not the leaft Affinity or Similitude to thofe B ooks: H is firft 
Stapza is very acuity,.and without m  Interpretation: But, as a Proof 
that it cannot belong to the Bcids* it has already been quoted in 
the Specimen of the Afhlogue Aryackhund, together with the Stan
zas immediately preceding and following, which are taken from a 
W ork called Kayaprekifh (or a ColleHkm of Poems) Paid to 
•have been competed by one Kiyat, in the third Age of the World.

F rom the many obfolete Terms ufed in the Beids, from the 
Concitenets and Gbicurity o f their Dialed:, and from the Particu
larity of the Modulation in which they mull be recited, they are 
now hardly intelligible: Very few of the moft learned Pundits, and 
thofe only who have employed many Years of painful Study upon 
this one Talk, pretend to have the final left Knowledge of the Ori
ginals, which are now alfc. become extremely fcarce and' difficult 
to be found ; but' Comments' have been written cm .them from the 
earliell: Periods; whereof one of the moil ancient and mod ortho
dox was composed by Biieiht MahSmoor.ee, or the moft Wife, a 
great Writer and Prophet, who is paid to have lived in the Suttee 
Jogue, or firft Age of the W orld,■ and from whom BeSfs, the ccle- 
oi ated Author of the heroic Poem Mahabaret, boafted his Defcent.

T ub Style of this W riter is-*clear, but very eonctlfc; a Specimen 
ofot is h a e  .olieic-j, in his'E «planstio-n of the firft Chapter of the 
lleig which contains a Defeription of the Wiftlom and Powers
o i  the  A lm ig h ty . ; .......  ■ .--wd.y,.

\ l  Bi/ijht

Ov
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thoom  hake lobe me&ve, feotixd’u i '1 caectrc meexve, k (bt agnee 
recw?. poof alike chh-;o;|ewJwat|rjtcriui iw v  \  ab^nof.rdJ^crd banc 
cewc- hnkkye cbhSyaewe; emboha pfekarlenc eiutci'y 'cn ><v.vb 
jSfet prepunch’ otpadekum kerotec, gyancrt\c..Uy;, cccibnail'.,
Lveyafiiciitcc, cbTtenyun ;cye$k£-un b.hew&&: . etc ucv/e iecr- 
gStangteb ktrenaSne ihrotre ddharalne ilu'fcHe grehenum kkgkee,

| t  I >itl t e r ^ l l r i r  tWeeha dwaracne ipcriltf f l h l  dm i:evo~
^  n ¥ fg ^ n g t£ b  k h i & i *  c h e k lp b  isv lrknZ  rbope gtcbau:m

v -  —  ■ " ,  ’ ;
kcrGtce., neergetangteh kbrenaene aaiecka c » - • | « n 0oi -

■. ■■. # See Hates No, 5 m i  No, 6,, ^  f
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.grel^himi 'licroit^ : eta aiwc punche kSiTT)\n;*drci^3'”pr  ̂
jttnrhe gy.inimiraeye praerekeh, punche mehdbhdote' p rf|r$keh,; 
Punch'S tenmatraftee praHckeh, go5ne trevg prSerek-eh eetyfdee 

'Tie pKipdnch' 6t>\;tf£eh prHeyatmeknrn kefStfilr, jegetfa- 
k hy dvwfieuS' peftiyetee. T e t pregyanum name! Qrehme ahyadyum 
frhdwS'fcetfr tefmat pregyafte fhebdMnS ted B&elifiae w Sedillililliie 
fer,v.ae{hereh' ket> hyetaej tebre iootredbar’ eelhereh maya wsedhya 
flecSS nfSctyurr. kerbtee ke-eewe nete-eewe, eetee j e^gwtlfclufye 

* pregyane fliel>dene£rneyeh.

Commentary of Bifejbt Mahamoonee upon the ift Chapter of
the R eig B eid.

-|- f ' '  1 /0 R Y  'be W  Gonejili I T hat which is exempt from all De~
; fires of the Settles, the fame is the mighty Lord. He is An

gle, and than him there is Nothing greater. Brehm (the Spirit of 
God) is abforhed in Self-Contemplation |  The fame is the mighty 
Lord> who is prefer.t in every Part o f Space, whofe Omnifcience, 
as exprefied- in the Reig Beid, I fhall now explain.— Brehm is one, 
and. to ‘him there is no Second ? fuch is truly Brehm. His Om ni
fcience is felf-infpirejd (or fell-intelligent) arid its Cornprehenfion 
includes every pofiible Species.—To illufirate- this as far as I am 
able.— The moft ccmprehenfive of all comprehenfive Faculties is

t  An Invocation never omitted by a pious Gentoo upon the Commencement of
any Buluiefs whatfocver*

Omni-

^ ■■■
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' Omuinienee,; arid being fd f  • infpired, it is fubj;s>3; tp  n o •*.Acci
dent of M ortality or Fftflion^ of, Vice. to it the $ three Dift&c- 

..iions of f.ime are not j to it the thcec § M o d e o f  Being are n o t} 

it  is lcparaded from the..U.ni«er&i and independent o f all. This 
, Ominipk-mce .is named Bpehriv By this Omnifeient .Spirit, the 
■C-'i'cnrions of God are en livened .by  this -Spirit alfo, the |,j twenty- 
four Powers o f .Nature are animated. How is this ? As the Eye by 
the Sun, as,the Pot by die Fite, as Iron by the Magnet, as. Variety 
of Imitations by the Mimic,, as Fire by the Fuel, as the, Shadow by 
th e  Man, . as X3uft by the W ind, as the Arrow by the Spring of the 
Bow, and as the Shade by the Tree ? fo by this-Spirit the. World

*  Of which they reckon five, Conception, Birth, Growth, Decay and. Death,

t  In Number fix, called Opfulhee, viz. Luff, Anger,- A-var.ice, Folly, Dhihken- 
riffs and Pride.

The paft, ptefent and future.

§ To be awake, to deep and to be abforbed ,'ri a State of X J nconfcroxifiieis—a Kind 
of Trance,

|| Viz. The-five Elements (for the Hindoos add to the four, a fubtile .Ether, which 
they call A.kafii, and fuppofc to be the Medium of Sound)

The five Members of Action, Hand, Foot, Tongue, Anus and Yard.
The five Members of Perception, Ear, Eye, Note, Mouth and Skin.
T he five Semes. ,
The three Difpofitions of the Mind, Defirc, Paffion and Tranquillity,
Confcicufnrfs, or Self-Perception,

V7
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T he. Hindoos then, reckon die Duration of the W orld by four
Jogues, or diftindt Ages.

1. T he Suttee Jogue (or Age of Purity) is /aid to have lafted
3,200,000, Years; and they hold that the Hife of Man was in 
that Age extended to 100,000 Years, and that ■ his Stature was
21 Cubits-.' , > - g

2. T he T irtah Jogue (or Age in which one third of Mankind 
were reprobate) they fuppofe to have confuted of 2,400,000 Years, 
and that Men then lived to the Age of 10,000 Years.

3. T he 'Dvyipiar jogue (in which H alf of the human Race became 
depraved,) endured 1,600,000 Years, and Mens Lives were reduced 
to 1000 Years.

4. T he Collee jogue (in which all Mankind are corrupted, or 
rather lefiened, for that is the true Meaning of Collee) is the pre- 
fsnt iEra, which they fuppofe ordained to fubftft for 400,000 
Years, of which near • 5000 are already pad, and M an’s Life in 
this Period is limited to 100 Years.

Computation is loft, and Conjecture overwhelmed in the At
tempt to adjufl fuch aftonifhing Spaces of Time to our own 
confined Notions of the World’s: Epoch : To fuch Antiquity the 

3' Moiaic
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Molaic Creation is but - as Yeilerday ; and to fuch Ages the Life of 
Met hu lid ah is no more than a Span !— Abfurd as-this (ienteo Doitrmc 
may feem, mere human Reafon* upon Confideration of the orefent 
con traded Meafure c f Mortality, can n6 more reconcile to itlclf the 
Idea of Patriarchal than of Bfaminical Longevity ; and When the Line 
of implicit Faith is once extended, v e  can never a Certain the pref 
cife Limits beyond which it rauft not pals. One Gircumffance mull 

• not be omitted, that the Ages allotted to Mankind in tne ivveial 
Jogues by the Brandos tally very exactly with thole mentioned by 
Moles, as far as the Chronology of the latter reaches. For the latl 
Part of the Dwapaar Jogue, in which ,Meo are laid to have attained 
to One Thoufand Years of Life, correfponds with the Mofaic A'.ra 
of the Antediluvians : And in the Commencement of the Coliee 
Jogue, which comes very near to the. Period o f the Deluge, the For' 
tion of human Exiftenq^was contracted to One Hundred Years, and 
is Icldom iuppofed even to go fo far.

W e are not much advanced in our' Inquiries, by allowing with 
fome excellent Authors, that moll o f the Gentoo Shaders (or Scrip,] 
tures) were compofed about the Beginning of the CoUee jogue j for 
then wc at once come to the immediate /Era o f ' the Flood, whicn. 
Calamity is never once mentioned in thole Shaflcrs, and which yet 
we mull think infinitely too remarkable to have been even hut 
Bightly fpoken of, much M s to have been totally omitted, 1 '•! ’-t 
even been known in that Part of the World, T he Mamins indeed
remove this Objection by two Affmtkms ; One, that all their Sen#-

fy- f ; . - 'v'; ' lures'*

' K -1
|  - i , . , ...0 t
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lures were written before the T im e by us allotted to Noah i the 
Other, that the Deluge really never took place in H indof am

-: '■'*>$ i,„' ’"■'; V ? r o i f ,'*.y t -& > * » 11 y  | p p ‘j®  tp r
But "to wave thefe va|ile and indefinite Diii|ui!inons, it will not

here; be fuperfluous to quote a Paifagc or two from forme of the moft 
qlaffie.it :.r*o •*..&* n:;c Shafter which expt'efsly determine at i fix 
the Dates of their refpedlve fEras to. the earlieft Jogues.

THE firft specimen bert Lferted is from the Book o r Munnod, 
which the Reader will obferve Rands fore mo ft in the Lift of thofe 
whiclqfa.rni.0ied the.iublequept.Codej and . thc|agh,.the:feGq:n!d:'Quo.-» - 
t.faon is %ot fo authoritative, as being the Prod Salon o f a Inter A u
thor (whofe Name we do not recoiled) in . Teftimooy of the Date, 
of another, yet jdge-B,ylkd:S mentioned among the fir :l Lcyfufor/;, 
and his Bouks’are vaided for infefr ‘‘Antiquity as well as their Excel
lence.' * ■ * , m >1, * *\

J W w W W R i F y P "  ”1 - f w * »
An AJhlogm Munnse hurrerieh Chhund\ <?r of Nineteen 

Syllables. from Mynnog, jfv ..u p.

Eb dan a in dedickum fehefre defhekum y a turn die fa iyaf. yoSgae 
Bhadfaq l y g f ty p  d'ij^kyfcbjer-*'a; roona 1 • 'Alto?,gy v i  pd>n .rw rc  

m  i^ltee  weedlcre dhcrrlo  jenekum  gyanepneclum ferweda 
Bhoorlokab heetekaingeya menoopreja nama fmreeteer dcepceka.

t  See Plate No, 7.

■When
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W h-ien ten thoufand and ten Years oit. the Suttee Jogue were part, 

on the Night of the Full Moon, in the Month Bhadun, I Munnoo, 
at the Command of Brchma, finished this Shorter, that fpeaks of
Mens Duty, of Juftice, and of Religion, ever iuuruTive.
*m,■; ■; '/■■ a ■ y' ’ •1 -'' ; ' ■' 'h ’ ‘

T his Tieatife, called Munnoo Smiilee, will enlighten the World
like a Torch'.

C* ■'■ ■.. '■•• ' . "*■■' ■ '■ ■/. ■,.!.'•■• ■ : ' . - .  L CvW'O " L'C . ,;CyC'C " 0 / o .,T- -.y ■ ■ o-OCr g  g . yWC.W ■ <v. ; 8 -WWCML. Vp-'’- .■ ■ t.e

Two AJUogws Anujfctofe ChhuwL or o f tight Stylhtbfa% ul'm
Jags-Bulk, f

' Traetayani yagyWvihwne ' * VyctfS ts$ nW e punchCdc y. , ;
Shrawenae mafic ihookl: 3 chee hunenernyam booinewaierue 
Yagyjewclky’ Ibheedum lliaftrum Dhemxe neetee prekalhekimx
RnjeneeteS preedum chlwe* Neranam heetekamyeya.

I n the Tirtah Jogue, the Author Jage-Bulk, when ninety-five Years 
were pad, in the Month pf Sawuo, on the Moon's increafe, on the 
Wednefday (or literally on the Pay pf ^Mercury) finifined theTreatife,

■f See plate No. 7.
‘ Cy y, y;7 =v1 y.y _

* It is' very remarkable, that the Days o f the Week are named in the Shanfcrit Lan
guage from the fame Planets to which they were aliened by the Greeks an 5 Romans,

Some War Lunte Die*. Some tne Moon,
Mongel War MartisDies. Mungele Mars.
13 odd he War Mercurii Dies, Byodhe Mercury.
Breehelpet War Jovis Dies. Jireehelpet Jupiter,
Shook re War Veneris Dies. Sbookre Venus.
Sfacnlt'chev War Saturni Dies. Stwntfchtr Saturn, (

! ||| C '!»• ■ ' ' called
$ ! § ' § .. • s's ‘ ■ n|;
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called }age~Buik, which fcts forth the Offices of Religion, and alio 
informs Men of the'Duties of the, M'agiilrate,

W hat Periods {ball we poffibly affign to tfiefe Writers, if  we dii- 
rtllow the Authorities here quoted ? If they are fal'fe, there mufl have 
been a Time when the Imncfition would have been too palpable to 
have palled upon Mankind, and when the concurrent Teftimony of 
the whole, World would have rifen up in Judgment again# it i for if 
we grant Munnoo’s Works to have been published during his own 
Life-Time, it is impofllble that he fhould have ventured to utter fo 
moufflons a Forgery ; and if they were concealed till after his Death, 
could the Memory of his late Bxlilence be fo lliortly obliterated 
through the .whole Country.?—But.fuppoung fo much of the Book as 
relates to the Date to have been folded in by another, and after
ward?, produced, as a Pert of the original Text, which till that Time 
Rad lain undiscovered, Nobody furely would have believed him in 
Oppofoion to the univerfal Faith ! for fo miraculous a. FiD:ion could ■ 
never gain Credit but upon the Support of fome Principle of religious 
Opinion, and every Religion has eftabliflied a Chronology of its own :
Besides, can it be poillble, that none of Munnoo’s Cotemporafiea, 
none of the fucceeding Writers fhould. have recorded fo finking a 
Circumftance ? for if the whole Indian World had till that Time be
lieved with us in a Chronology nearly anfweiing to that of Mofes, fo 
aftonifldng a Change in their Sentiments upon the Introduction of 
th e  Dodtrine of the Jogttes would have furnifhed ample Matter for 
a thoufand Volumes; hut on the contrary, all the Parts of every 

3 Shafter
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Sbafter (however different from .each other on religious Subjects) are 
yet uniform and confident throughout upon this i the fame Mode of 
computing their Annals has always obtained, and the fame Belief of 
the Remotenefs of Antiquity that now prevails may be proved to 
have been univerfalSy acknowledged, even at the Tim e in which feme 
pretend to fix the nrft Appearance'of Betters in Iliridoffan.

R ajah Prick u t t , who though ranked as a modern on the Record's 
of India, Is yet known to have lived in the earlspR Ages of the Coliee 
jogue, was' no Ids anxious than modem Phiiofcplvr, are to pte.ee 
through the Obfcurity of Time, and to trace, the Progvefs of the 
W prld from its Infancy ; at his laffigatlon a Work was corrspofed by 
Shukeh.Diew, a learned B.ramin (Son of Beals, the famous Author of 
the MababSret) containing the Hiftcuy of India through the thr'e- pie- 
ceding Jogues, with the Succdfion of the kvera! Rajahs, and the 
Duration of. ..their Reigns. This curious Hi dory, called Sitree Bh'ag- 
b u t , flail fubffls, divided into twelve Afcund or Books (literally'
Branches) and three thoufand and twenty Chapters, W hat ihalV 
we fay to a W ork compofed four thoufand Years ago, and froin 
thence tracing Mankind upwards through feveral niillioris of Years ?
M uft we anfwer, that the Earth was at'that Time an uninhabiedd 
Marik, dill (lowly emerging from an viniverfal Inundation ?

G reat furely and inexplicable muft be the Doubts of mere hu
man Reafon upon inch a Dilemma when unaffifted and uninformed 
by Divine Revelation y but while we admit the former in our Argu

ment,

: v '. r /  ' . v  ■ ; ' w
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s r c n t ,  we profefs s paoft urCaicen Reliance upon ;:,-c latter, before 
v hicb every Saipidon mvsil mb fide, and Scepticism be abforbed in 
Conviction: Yet. f i t r a  t h e  P j emifes already eftabliChed, this Con d u 
ll on at Icaft may fairly be deduced, that ii,e World dees not now con
tain Annals of mors indifpu table Antiquity than thofe delivered 
down by the ancient Rtamias; ; .

Col l a t e it ax Proofs of this Antiquity may be drawn from every 
Page of the preifnt Code of Caws, in its wonHeffuI Corfefponder.ee 
with many Parts of the Inftihites of Mbfe-s, one of the fir ft of known 
Legilktocs* from whom we cannot ptffTibfy find G'oumls to luppofe 
the Hindoos received the unalleft Article of their Religion or J a r l i -  
pradeBctv though it. is.,not utterly irapofilble, that the XJodjfaities of 
Ilindoilan might have been early traniplanted mfo Egy.pt> and thus 
have become familiar, to Mofes.

T he Getitoos have in all Ages believed in the Tranfmigration of 
Souls, w hich' they denominate KayaprSw&eih and Kayapelut: This 
latter literally.ahiVccrs to the W ord Mctempfychofis. — An ancient 
Chafer-; called the Geeta, written by Adhae Doom, .has a beautiful 
Stanza ’upon this’Syftcm of theTrijifmigratio'ni, which he com
pares td a Change bfDr'$'fsf ’ f  ‘

An
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An AJklogue Cahee Chhund, or o f eleven Syllables m each

 ̂ ' ; ■ - :
N e wince gr«h$atCZ nSrc pcraneS,

Enyanee fumyatee rfewSb'ee daeitee.

A , :biowlng »i»c h b  r id  1 U 8 * .
A Man puts on others that are new,

s : ; ; , w  z z r -
’ .

, , ,

•f An ingenious Author of our own has well explained their 
Ideas upon the Subjett o f a future State, though, he laments at the 
fame Tim e, that his Materials were too im peded  to afford com
plete Information,

T heir  Creed then is, that, thofe Souls which have attained to a 
certain Degree of Purity, either by the Innocence of their Man
ners, or the Severity of their Mortifications, are removed to Regions 
o f Happinefs, proportioned to their refpettive Merits : But that 
thofe who cannot fo far ffurmoum the Prevalence of had Example,

* See Plate No, 8,. t  Mr, iielwell.
v S f - f S i d ' f - c  V-.’'' - ’ T' " ' ' ’ y y v / ' » • * •; ■ - /. -

M and

■ " Mi It t e i  - Mi 'I ' I  ' ■■ A
■'‘ ■O'; fi " •' yi Cl :o .ypl y'O l®  "Tllfl '1 M .

6/ ; ' ‘ f ,



r f l :  . ( xW > Qr ■
vV . f | |  )}) and the forcible Degeneracy of the Times, a-; to deferre inch a Pro- j

f / K i i T  motion, . are ; condemned..to undergo • coatiffual Punithm ent in the 
Animation of fueedii ve-canljjiii Forms, until at the Hated Period' 
ano.th.er IIenoration of the four J  agues' lhall commence upon the 
Diilblution -of the prefent, - ’

T hey fn-ytefe that there are fourteen Bhoobuns or Spheres, fe~ 
ven bejow'- and fix 'above the Earth ;• the feven inferior Worlds are 
fsadto.be altogether inhabited' by an infinite Variety of Serpents, de- 
feribed in every raonftrous Figure that theT magi nation can fuggeft % 
hence the Reafoo why fuc-h particular Mention is made of Serpents 
in the Account of the Creation prefixed to this Code,. The Earth 
is-called Bhoor, and Mankind who inhabit it  Bhoor-logue $ an In 
stance of which, may be fee,a in the Stanza quoted from Munnoo :
The Spheres gradually afeencling from thence are,

rih Bob UR, whole Inhabitants are called the Bobur-logub. 
zdi The- Swergch-iogue; 3d. .The Mahtirf-logue. 4th. The fun- 
nelvlpgae, 5th. T he -Tuppeh-logue. 6th. The Suttee-logue.

T he Bobur i - the immediate Vault of the viable Heavens, in 
winch, the Sun, Moon, and Stars are placed. The Swergdh is the 
firi;: Paradife - and- general .Receptacle. for thole who merit a Removal 
from the tower Earth. The M ahurr-logue are the Fafeeers, rind 
fuen Potions as by D int of Prayer have acquired an extraordinary 
Degree of Sandity. " T he jurtneh-logue are alfo the Souls of pious

3 and
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pafs without -iome. uncommon .Merits: and Qualifications. The.
Sphere of Tuppeh is the  Reward of thofe who have all their Lives 
performed iome wonderful A d ofPenance and Mortification, or who 
h i .  e died Martyrs for their Religion. The Suttee or higheft Sphere 
is the Refidence of Brihma and his particular Favourites, whence 
they are alio called Brilima-logue: T his is the Place ot Detiinatlbn 
for thole .Men who have never uttered a Falfehood.during their 
whole Lives, and for thofe Vv omen w ho have voluntarily burned 
themfelves with their Huftands. How (hall we reconcile to 
fplejidid and exalted a Benedidion pronounced upon this fponta- 
neou.s Martyrdom, with the Aflertion of an Author, that the Cuf- 
tom for the Wives to bum themfelves with their Hnfbands Bodies 
was never reckoned a religious Duty in India ? 1 hisCircumdance 
will again.prefent itfelfin the Remarks on die Chapter of Women.

Bu t  it is now Time to draw tills Luay towards a Lonclulion, 
by confining ourlelves to the more i to mediate Explanation of iiicu 
parts of the Code as may not feem entirely confiftent with European.
Opi nions, or European Joffice. .:fe _' . : ■

T he Work opens w ithe diort Preliminary Difeourfe, written by 
the Bramins themfelves, as well to fet forth the Motives and Ules 
of the Compilation, as to gratify the honed Vanity of every fenfxble 
M ind, in giving fome Account ,of itfeli and of L&- Laboms. h o -  
thing can be more remote from a fuperltitioUS Adherence to their

own
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own domeflic Prejudices, or more truly elevated above the mean 
Ujivi id  bih Pi ir.ciples o i P f idle raft, than the genuine Dignity of 
Sentiment that breathes through this little Performance. Few 
Chriftians, with all the Advantages o f enlightened llnderftandings, 
would haveexprefied then delves w ith a more becoming Reverence 
for the grand, and impartial Defigns of Providence in all its W orks, 
or with a more extenfive Charity towards all'their fellow Creatures 
o f every Profeffion. It is indeed an Article o f Faith among the 
Bramms, that God k all merciful Power would not have permitted 
fueh a Number of different Religions, if  he had not found a Plea- 
lure in beholding their Varieties.

I h e  firft Se&ion of the Preface contains an Account o f the Cre
ation, literally as toe Gentoos believe it to have been performed ;
The four great and original Tribes are there faid to have proceeded 
from the four different Members o f Brihma, the fuppofed immedi
ate Agent of the Creation under the Spirit o f the Almighty. The 
iiindoos do not tuppofe that thefe feveral Parts of the Creator, af~ 
figned for their Production, are a fymbolical Token or Defcriptioa 
of the refpedive Duties of their Stations} but that the feveral Quali
fications of each Caff, and the enjoined Exercife of thofe Quali
fications, are the natural and unavoidable Refill t of the prelidiny 
Fundion in each of the Members of their firff Parent.

T  El
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T he Bramia from the Mouth --(W ifdom ) 
to praj, to r e | | |  to itiftrud.

T he Chehteree from the Armsr~(Strength) 
to draw the Bow, to fight, to govern.

T h e  Bice from the Belly or Thighs — (Nauriihment) 
to provide the Necefiaries o f Life by Agriculture and Traffic,

T he Sooder from, the Feet— (Subjection) 
to labour, to ferye^ to travel.

T hese four great Tribes comprehend the rirrt grand Divisions 
of a well-regulated State. T he Mechanic, or petty Dealer, as a 
Branch of lefs Importance, and adminiftering rather to the Luxu 
ries than to the Neceffijies of Life, is furniihed. from a fifth advert- 
titiousTribe, called B ur run Sun ker, which is again fubdivided into 
almo.fi: as many feparate Carts as there are Trades or Occupations to 
be exerciicd by its Members., M he lame Principle, o f Government, 
though under a different Modification, is (aid to prevail in China, 
where every Mart is enjoined by Law to follow the Bufmefs of his 
Father, and forbidden to thrurt himfelf into any other Profeffion.

But while we commend the Policy of the ancient Hindoos, we 
murtlament their moft deplorable Ignorance in ionic of dhtepradical

N  Sciences, k

i f



f i  ' §L----W/ ; -X#? ■ —

{ \  )

Sciences, particularly Geography, to which they mull give up at! 
Pretenfions after their extravagant Defcriptiorf of the ieven peeps, 
which they fuppofe to he fo m any Continents feparafed from each 
other by an’ aimoft infinite Ocean, but -yet all belonging • to the 
faille W orld which themfelves inhabit.

T he other Dlvifion o f the Preface contains the reqmfiie Quali
fications for a Magtftrate-and the Duties of his Station ; mo ft of 
the Rules there laid down are very pertinent, and dilplay an accu
rate Knowledge of the human H eart.—But as the necefiary lim its  
o f  ah Eilay like this 'do not give Room or Opportunity for a ge
neral and diffufive Criticifm , it is here intended only to fpeak of 
fucii particular Parts and Railages o f  the W ork  as contain feme- 
thing peculiar local, or charafterLlic.

Among the Qualities required for the proper Execution of pub- 
lick Biiline'fs, Mention is made, “  T hat a M an'tauft be able to keep 
** in Subjedion his Luft, his Anger, his Avarice, his Folly, and 
** his Pride.*'- Thefe Vices are fometirnes denominated in the.
Shanfcril' under the general Term Opadhee, a W ord which occurs 
in the quoted Specimen o f the Comment upon the Reig Beid. The 
Folly there' fpecified is not to be underftood in the ufuai Strife of 
the Word lift £n European Idiom, as a negative Quality, or the 
mere W ant of Senfe, but as a Kind of obftinately ft up id Lethargy, 
or perverfe Abience of Mind, in w hich the W ill is not altogether 
paffive: I t feems to be a. Weaknefs'peculiar to Alia, for we cafinot

3 find
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find a Term by which to expreIs thepreciieTdes. in the European 
Languages j i t  operates ibmewhat like the violent Impulfe at pear, 
under which Men will utter Falfehoods totally incompatible with 
each other, and utterly contrary ,io their own Opinion, Knotyledge, 
and Conviction j and it may be added alio, their Inclination- and 
Intention. A very remarkable Infianee o f this temporary Frenzy 
happened lately in the Supreme Court, of Judicature at Calcutta,- 
where a Man (not an Idiot) fwore.upon a .T ria l,, that he was no.- 
Kind of Relation to his own Brother who was then in Court, and 
who had constantly fupported him from his Infancy y and that he 
lived in a Houfe by himfe.lf, for which he paid, the Rent from,his 
own Pocket, when it was proved that he was not worth a Rupee, 
and when the Perfon in whofe Houfe he had-always lefided. ,-ftoed 
at the Bar clafe to him

W henever the W ord Polly included among the Vices above- 
mentioned occurs in this Code, it muft always, be und'eritpod, to 
carry the Meaning here deferibed,*—Another Conjecture, ana that 
exceedingly acute and ingenious, has been darted upon this Folly, 
that it may mean the Deception \yhich ,a Man permits to be. im 
poled on his Judgment by his. Paliions, as Adds of Rapacity and 
Avarice- are often ,committed,.by Men wfio aibribe them to Pru
dence and a ju-ft Affertioa of their .own R ig h t; Mali.ce and Ran
cour pais for juftice, and Brutality for Spirit. This. Opinion, when 
thoroughly-examined; will very nearly tally with the form er; for 
ail the Paffions, as well as Fear, have an equal. Efficacy to difhirb 

,, ' - l A ' ' . . and
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“.riJ dlfioi-t the Mind : Bat to 'account for the Fa/A' here fpoken 
of, as being the Odspring of the Paffioris, inftead of drawing a 
Parallel between .it and the Inypulfes of thole Patlxons, we ratify 
jbppofc the Impulfe to ad  with infinitely more Violence upon an 
Aiiatic Mind than we can ever have then exemplified in Europe.
It is hov'cvcr fomething Hike the Madnefs fo inimitably deline
ated in the Hero of Cervantes, fenfible enough upon, fome Occa
sions and at the fame Time completely wild, and unconfeious 
o f itfelf upon others; and that too originally, produced by an.Ef
fort of the W ill, though in the End overpowering and fuperfed- 
ing its Fundions.

I t will bo doubt ih ike the Reader with Wonder, to find a Prohi
bition of Fire-Arms in Records of fuch unfathomable AntiqtiityFajM 
he will probably from hence renew the Suspicion which has long 
been deemed abfurd, that Alexander the Great did abfolutely meet 
with feme Weapons ofthat Kind in India, as a PafTage in Quintus 
Curtins' fee ms to afeertain. Gunpowder has been known in 
China, as well as- in Hindoftan, far beyond -all Periods o f InvefHga- 
tion.r—T he Word Fire-Arms- is literally Shanfe-rit Agnee-affer, a 
Weapon of Fire ■, they deferibe the firft Species of it to have been 
a Kind of Dart or Arrow dpt w ith  Fire,- and difeharged upon the 
Enemy from a Bamboo. Among fcveral extraordinary Properties' 
of this--Weapon, one was, that after it had taken its F light, ft di- 
vi'ded into -feveral feparate Darts' Or'Streams of Flame, each of 

••ool Gte€t, and which, when onto kindled, could, not be ex-
tinguifhed j
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tinguifhed ;* bat this Kind of Aguee-after is now loil.— Cannon in • 
the Shanfcrit Idiom is called Shet-Aghnee, or the W eapon tb t 
kills a hundred Men at once, from (Shetc) a Hundred, and gKench. 
to Mill * and the Pooran Shatters, or Hiftories, aferibe the'Invention 
of thefe deftruSive Engines to Beettiookeroia, the Art'tft, who is 
related to have forged ail the Weapons for the W ar which was 
maintained in the Suttee Jog-tie between Dewta and' Offoor (or the 
godd and bred Spirits) for the Space of one hundred Y e a r s . 'Was 
■ft Chance or Infpiration that ftimifhed our admirable M ilton w ith 
exactly the fame Idea, which had nev&r before occurred to an F u - ' 
ropean Ifn agination ? ‘

T he  Battles which are defer!bed in this Section, .ridiculous as 
they may appear,, when compared w ith the modern Art and im
provement. of W ar, are the very Counterparts of Hom er ; for, 
in the early Ages of Mankind, a Battle appears, to have been little 
more than a Set ofdiftindt Duels between Man and M an; in.which 
Cafe, every Circumftance pointed out in this Part o f the Magtf- 
trate's Duty m ight .naturally be expe&ed to occur: And this is a. 
fbrctbl. Argument to prove, that the Compilers have not folded into- 
the Code any novel Opinions of their own, when in this Place 
hardly .one of the Principles, o f  W ar, as dated by them, is appli
cable tc> the prefen t Syftem and Situation of Mankind,

T here is a particular Charge to the Magittrate to forbid all'
Fires, in the M onth Cheyt, or Part o f M arch and A p ril; this is 

* It Teems m&ly to agree with the Feu Gregcois of the Crusades.
Q an
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an In itia tio n  mo ft wifely and ufefully calculated for the Climate 
of Hmclofean, where, for , above four M onths before that l im e , 
there falls no Rain, and where the W ind always blows hard in that 
Month, and is very dry and parching, fo tha t every T h ing  .ts in the 
rnoil combuliible Situation, and the accidental burning o f a H and
ful ot'Straw may fpread a Conflagration through a whole C ity .— It  
is observable in India to this Day, that Fires are more frequent and 
more dangerous in the M onth Cheyt than in all the reft of the 
-Year. f , .... a

U pon the whole, the Scope and M atter o f this Sedion. is excel
lent f  and, diverted of the peculiar T in d  it has received from the 
religious Tenets of its Authors, is not unworthy the Pen of the 
moft celebrated Politicians,, or Philoiophcrs of ancient Greece.

CHAP. I. T he Code begins with Regulations for that which 
is one:of the nidi Cements of civil Society, the M utuation of Proper
ty j which, though equally neceflary and -advantageous to the P ub
lic, m ult, be confined within certain L im its, and conduced upon 
the Faith of known Laws, to render it M e, confidential, and equi
table. T he favourable Diftindiorss marked towards fome Tribes, 
and apparent Severity w ith relped to others, in this Chapter, though 
perhaps not rcconcileable to our Ideas o f focial Com pad, mull be 
fuppofed. perfectly confonant to the Maxims o f the Gcntoos, and 
familiar to their Comprehenfions, as it may be obferved, that the 
Compilers have been fcrupuloufly exact, in pointing out all fuch 
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